THE   HTDESFILLE   EPISODE

She called her mother. " Only look, mother ! " she said,
bringing together her finger and thumb as before. And as
often as she repeated the noiseless motion, just so often
responded the raps.

In the summer of 1848 Mr. David Fox, with the
assistance of Mr. Henry Bush, Mr. Lyman Granger,
of Rochester, and others, resumed digging in the
cellar. At a depth of five feet they found a plank,
and further digging disclosed charcoal and quicklime,
and finally human hair and bones, which were pro-
nounced by expert medical testimony to belong to a
human skeleton. It was not until fifty-six years later
that a further discovery was made which proved
beyond all doubt that someone had really been buried
in the cellar of the Fox house.

This statement appeared in the Boston Journal (a
non-Spiritualistic paper) of November 23, 1904, and
runs as follows:

Rochester, N.Y., Nov. 22nd, 1904 : The skeleton
of the man supposed to have caused the rappings first heard
by the Fox sisters in 1848 has been found in the walls of
the house occupied by the sisters, and clears them from the
only shadow of doubt held concerning their sincerity in
the discovery of spirit communication.

The Fox sisters declared they learned to communicate
with the spirit of a man, and that he told them he had been
murdered and buried in the cellar. Repeated excavations
failed to locate the body and thus give proof positive of
their story.

The discovery was made by school-children playing in
the cellar of the building in Hydesville known as the
" Spook House," where the Fox sisters heard the wonderful

69